




August 31 i 2001 


Dear Harold, 

lou probably think I dropped off the planet or was placed in 
the witness protection program, since I haven’t written in such a long 
time, I can only say that this has been a very trying summer, with Hanh-Trang 
working out in California and me teaching summer school in July and Aug,, 
as well ae maintaining a household with two teenagers. Hick and I did 
spend several weeks in California at the beginning of the summer. But since 
Hanh-Trang had to work most of the time, it was not much of a vacation. 

Unfortunately, Ranh-Trang's job at Long Beach Memorial Hospital 
has turned out to be more stressful, demanding, and certainly not as 
rewarding as she had hoped it would be, .decause she was older and had more 
experience than many of her fellow dietitians, she was given the most 
demanding clinics, such as the HI? clinic. She often worked nine or more 
hours and frequently did not have tine for lunch or even to do the 
necessary paperwork, which she had to take home. The main culprit in her 
view was an oppressive and incompetent management staff, She liked the 
other dietitians and many of the doctors. But her efforts to get some 
relief fell on deaf ears; in fact, they even accused her of trying to 
manipulate her way into an easier position. Things came to a head just 
yesterday, and this morning she plans to submit her letter of resignation, 
which I edited and e-mailed back to her. She will stay out there for 
a while longer to check out some other pssibilities such as doing translation 
work for the FBI ( which her brother-in-law is currently doing), but it 
appears now she will head back to South Carolina eventually, probably 
before Christmas, 

On the home front, things have gotten a lot better with Claire. 
She started college this past week at the local branch of the University of 
South Carolina, Her attitude is much improved and she seems open to taking 
our advice. She may eventually transfer to Wofford, where she can go 
free. Hick is in the 10th grade. He is going out for football. And he is 
still playing the violin. The high school orchestra will be travelling to 
Durope for 10 days this coming May ’02, and if he sticks with it he will 
go with them. 


Most of the reading I have done this summer has been for 
my urban sociology class, However, I did enjoy reading several mor e of 
Howard Fast 1 s novels, I especially llke dthe Immigrants , I haven’t done 
any reading or research on JFK or King, One of these days I will probably 
pick up Specter’s book, Dennis tells me you’ve finished an expose of it, 
which I would like to read some time. 

I know these past months (and years) have been difficult for 
you and Lil fl I wish you all the best and promise to keep in touch more 
often. Best, 
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